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“So then, my beloved
brethren, let every man be
swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath” (James
1:19).

How often do we not know
how or even sometimes lack
the desire to hear others and
instead, we are hasty in words
and anger. Today there are
so many who talk but so few
who do. Few go from words
to deeds, and if they do, it is
largely for their own benefit.
Today, many have learned how
to speak beautifully, from
politicians to church leaders.
Both politicians and church
leaders allegedly fight for
good and defend the interests
of ordinary people, however,
in both cases, these interests
remain unsatisfied. Politi-
cians, although they lie in

many ways, at least do not
hide behind God. Things are
much worse today with the
believing people, because
deception on a religious basis
is the most terrible deception,
since it is covered up with the
name of Jesus Christ. Today,
unfortunately, there are very
few leaders of churches with
a clean reputation, since in
many ways their personal
interests are above God’s. The
Lord warned of what would
happen in the last days: “And
Jesus answered and said to
them: “Take heed that no one
deceives you. For many will
come in My name, saying, ‘I
am the Christ’, and will
deceive many. And you will
hear of wars and rumors of
wars. See that you are not
troubled; for all these things
must come to pass, but the
end is not yet. For nation will
rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom.
And there will be famines,
pestilences, and earthquakes
in various places. All these
are the beginning of sorrows.
Then they will deliver you up
to tribulation and kill you,
and you will be hated by all
nations for My name’s sake.
And then many will be
offended, will betray one
another, and will hate one
another. Then many false
prophets will rise and deceive
many. And because law-
lessness will abound, the love
of many will grow cold. But
he who endures to the end
shall be saved. And this
gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in all the world as
a witness to all the nations,
and then the end will come”
(Matt. 24:4–14).

Reading the prediction said
by Jesus Christ, one can say
that this does not apply to
today, since everything that
has been said has been
prevalent in all ages. For there
were wars, famines, and
plagues, and earthquakes,
and people rebelled against
people, and there were many

false prophets. All this really
happened, and more than
once. However, the prophecy
with which Jesus Christ
summed up the end of the
world has never been fulfilled.
He said: “And this gospel of
the kingdom will be preached
in all the world as a witness
to all the nations, and then
the end will come”.

Anyone who has even the
slightest interest in the history
of mankind could notice a
simple thing: the gospel has
never been so preached
throughout the world as it has
over the past two decades.
Doors for missionaries have
been opened almost every-
where. Today, perhaps, there
is no place where the Good
News has not yet reached.
Even in the most remote tribes,

missionaries have already
visited more than once.

“The Lord said: ‘But of
that day and hour no one
knows, not even the angels of
heaven, but My Father only.
But as the days of Noah were,
so also will the coming of the
Son of Man be. For as in the
days before the flood, they
were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that
Noah entered the ark, and did
not know until the flood came
and took them all away, so
also will the coming of the
Son of Man be’” (Matt.
24:36–39).

It is amazing, because
everyone today lives exactly as
they lived in the days of Noah
before the flood, that is, they
do not find any importance to
the fact that, by all
indications, the end of the
world is very close. Yes,
indeed, no one knows what
day and hour the world will
end except God. However,
right now, you need to already
be ready to meet with Him.
The last sign of the
approaching end of the world
has almost come true, as the
Gospel has already been
brought to the most remote
corners of the earth. But here,
too, God showed His care and
mercy to all mankind, for He
made it possible for almost
everyone to hear about the
Good News. No one can now
reproach Him for not hearing
anything about the Gospel.
Today, more than ever, all
believers need to watch and
pray. As it’s said, “Therefore
you also be ready, for the Son
of Man is coming at an hour
you do not expect” (Matt.
24:44).

Can all this happen today
or tomorrow? Yes, according
to the last sign, it can happen
any day and any minute. This
coming will be triumphant.
Jesus Christ clearly stated
what His coming to earth
would look like: “For as the
lightning comes from the east

and flashes to the west, so also
will the coming of the Son of
Man be” (Matt. 24:27).

What a pity it is that today
most of humanity lives as
carelessly as people lived in the
time of Noah. Moreover, it
seems that people today seem
to be going crazy. The desire
of the majority, including
believers, is focused on
enrichment with material
goods. People began to talk a
lot about love, but at the same
time they were completely
unable to love others. Their
ears are tuned only to sweet
flattery, but they do not hear
the main thing. Desire for
earthly blessings today clouds
the minds of many. People ask
God for many things, but they
get nothing. The Apostle
James in his epistle very
clearly expresses the cause of
human troubles. He says:
“You lust and do not have.
You murder and covet and
cannot obtain. You fight and
war. Yet you do not have
because you do not ask. You
ask and do not receive, because
you ask amiss, that you may
spend it on your pleasures.
Adulterers and adulteresses!
Do you not know that
friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Whoever
therefore wants to be a friend
of the world makes himself an
enemy of God. Or do you
think that the Scripture says
in vain, ‘The Spirit who dwells
in us yearns jealously’? But
He gives more grace. There-
fore, He says: ‘God resists the
proud, but gives grace to the
humble’. Therefore, submit to
God. Resist the devil and he
will flee from you. Draw near
to God and He will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded.
Lament and mourn and weep!
Let your laughter be turned
to mourning and your joy to
gloom. Humble yourselves in
the sight of the Lord, and He
will lift you up” (James 4:2–
10).

The Apostle James gives
very vivid instructions. He
calls everything by the right
name and clearly points out
the shortcomings that take
place among believers. Today,
many Christians remain
unanswered in their prayers,
because they ask God not for
good, but seeking to fulfill
their own desires. The apostle
openly calls such Christians
doubleminded and advises to
cleanse their hands and
correct their hearts. Even
more harshly, he calls them
adulterers, thereby empha-
sizing their depravity and
friendship with the world. In
today’s day, the picture of the
life of many Christians is not
much different than that of
the first century, when the
Apostle James denounced the
believing people. Moreover,
today many churches use
faith in God as NLP (Neuro
Linguistic Programming),
through which people are
turned into obedient slaves.
For many church leaders, the
interests of the world have
become much higher than the
interests of God. There is a
lot of talk about God and
love today, but in many ways,
these are just beautiful
words. The Lord Himself
spoke about this through the
prophet Isaiah: He answered
and said to them, “Well did
Isaiah prophesy of you
hypocrites, as it is written:
‘These people honor Me with
their lips, but their heart is
far from Me. And in vain
they worship Me, teaching
as doctrines the  com-
mandments of men’” (Mark
7:6–7).

Unfortunately, today in
many churches the com-
mandments of God are
increasingly being replaced by
the commandments of men,
while interpreting the Holy
Scriptures in a way that is
beneficial for manipulation.
The colors of the world
captivate and carry away a
significant number of Chris-

tians. More and more often
they join the ranks of
believers, as they used to join
the Komsomol... Jesus Christ,
being on earth, expressed this
idea: “I tell you that He will
avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of
Man comes, will He really find
faith on the earth?” (Luke
18:8).

It seems to me that today,
more than ever, all Christian
people should seriously think
about the fact that the end of
the world is not far off. The
last sign that this will happen
soon is already at the stage of
its completion. Probably, after
all, it is time for all Christians
to move from words to deeds.
There has been enough
arguing and enmity with each
other, proving whose church

is true and whose is not. The
Lord designated for everyone
to be a part of only one true
church — the Christian one,
where only two commandments
lie as a foundation: love God
and your neighbor (Matt.
22:37–39). It is only by
relying on this foundation that
Christians can truly gain
eternal life. Nothing brings
you closer to God than the
fulfi llment of these two
commandments.

“The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish
but that all should come to
repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in
the night, in which the heavens
will pass away with a great
noise, and the elements will
melt with fervent heat; both
the earth and the works that
are in it will be burned up”
(2 Peter 3:9–10).

“Because you say, ‘I am
rich, have become wealthy,
and have need of nothing’ —
and do not know that you are
wretched, miserable, poor,
blind, and naked — I counsel
you to buy from Me gold
refined in the fire, that you
may be rich; and white
garments, that you may be
clothed, that the shame of
your nakedness may not be
revealed; and anoint your
eyes with eye salve, that you
may see. As many as I love,
I rebuke and chasten.
Therefore be zealous and
repent. Behold, I stand at the
door and knock. If anyone
hears My voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him
and dine with him, and he
with Me. To him who
overcomes I will grant to sit
with Me on My throne, as I
also overcame and sat down
with My Father on His
throne. He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches” (Rev.
3:17–22).

I. GORIK.

A SIGN OF THE END TIMESA SIGN OF THE END TIMES
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Conscience. What is it? What is this intrusive
voice that constantly disturbs us and judges our
actions? If we open any explanatory dictionary, we
will see that conscience is described there as the
moral consciousness of a person, expressed in the
assessment of our own and other people’s actions
and forcing us to make the right choice. I think a
lot of people spent sleepless nights when the inner
voice kept reminding us that we had done something
wrong. Or vice versa: when you do something good,
and inside everything seems to bloom. So, what
makes us feel this way is called conscience. But
have you ever wondered where such an inner moral
judge suddenly came from in a sinful person? Where
do we get this measure of our actions? This question
has been pondered by the best minds throughout
the existence of mankind. Whole schools and
philosophical trends appeared. It has served as the
theme for many outstanding works of art, including
literature, music, and cinema. What can I say! Entire
epochs in the development of mankind have been
devoted to this high feeling.

But all this was later, because, oddly enough,
we find the answer in the Bible, in its very first
book, Genesis. Conscience is a part of our Lord
that we inherited when He created mankind in His
image.

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our
image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground” (Gen. 1:26).

Conscience is inherently present in every person.
Therefore, even in the wildest tribe, people
distinguish between good and evil. This point, by
the way, was emphasized by the Apostle Paul in
his Epistle to the Romans: Indeed, when Gentiles,
who do not have the law, do by nature things required
by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though
they do not have the law. They show that the
requirements of the law are written on their hearts,
their consciences also bearing witness, and their
thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times
even defending them (Rom. 2:14–15).

The very first example of the workings of
conscience described in the Bible is how Adam
and Eve behaved when they disobeyed God and
ate the forbidden fruit: shame took possession of
them, and they hid themselves from the Lord (Gen.
3:7–10). In the Bible, in general, there are many
examples of conscience acting in people. This is
seen in Cain’s fear that he could be killed by the
first comer, after he killed his brother Abel (Gen.
4:14), and Joseph’s refusal to commit the sin of
adultery with Potiphar’s wife (Gen. 39:9), and the
lament of King Saul when he learned that David,
despite all persecution, had spared his life (1 Sam.

26:5–25), and the repentance of David, who, being
carried away by the beauty of Bathsheba, killed
her husband by someone else’s hands (Ps. 50),
and the shame of the scribes and Pharisees who
brought an adulterous woman to Christ when Jesus
Christ said to them: Whoever among you is without
sin, be the first to throw a stone at her (John
8:3–11), and the uncomplaining removal of money
changers from the temple when Jesus told them
that the temple is not a place for trade (John
2:14–17), and many others. And the strongest
remorse can even cause a person to commit suicide,
as happened with Judas, who betrayed Jesus (Matt.
27:5).

In the Bible, conscience is compared to many
things, among which is the heart (1 John 3:20),
and the eye (Matt. 6:22), and the rival (Matt. 5:25).
The last comparison is particularly interesting.

Settle matters quickly with your adversary who
is taking you to court. Do it while you are still
together on the way, or your adversary may hand

you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you
over to the officer, and you may be thrown into
prison (Matt. 5:25).

After all no matter how much you tell yourself
that you did well, you will not deceive your
conscience. It does not obey us and will always
speak white and black. There is no way to bribe it.
Yes, you can try to drown it out, but this is fraught
with loss of inner peace, various mental and physical
illnesses. People who ignore the voice of conscience
eventually become irritable and unbalanced.
Therefore, it is better not to fight with conscience,
but to live in peace.

Conscience is a kind of guardian of our heart,
which helps us to resist every evil influence on the
part of the enemy of human souls and his servants.
After all, not all our thoughts are ours, no matter
how strange it may sound. We are constantly
influenced by the spiritual world. Our heart is a
battlefield for spiritual forces. And it is conscience
that shows us the right path. And the path we
choose determines where we will spend eternity.
The Lord has truly provided us with a miraculous
guide, so to speak, an inner compass, which, despite
the sin that struck all mankind, has not faded, but
continues to help us.

But how do we know that the inner voice that
we consider to be our conscience is not our delusion?
After all, a person’s conscience (no matter whether
they are a believer or not) can be greatly influenced
by their upbringing, environment, culture, traditions
and many other factors. For example, parents
instilled in someone in childhood that on Saturday
you cannot do any business, such as cleaning or
washing — a person now, if they want to do
something on Saturday, will be condemned by their
conscience. What can be done in this case?

All the answers to our questions are in the Bible.
By reading it, we not only become more familiar
with our Lord, but also strengthen our faith and
conscience. When we are filled with God’s Word,
we cleanse our consciences of all that is superficial,
all that is human, and we are filled with God’s
truth. Today, unfortunately, many of us are more
willing to believe what other people say, but
Christians should look at everything only through
the prism of the Holy Scriptures. It should become
a benchmark for our conscience.

In conclusion, I would like to say that thanks to
conscience a person is willing to repent and be
reconciled with God. After the fall of our ancestors
Adam and Eve, it is a good conscience that leads
us back to our Savior. If it weren’t for this spark
of God in us, we wouldn’t be able to distinguish
between what is good and what is bad. And without
this, repentance is impossible.

A. BURTSEV.

THE JUDGE WITHIN US

Many people
have trouble
accepting the
miracle of Je-
sus’ virginal
conception.1
It’s often dis-
missed as a
biological im-
possibility — a
myth that be-
longs to a pre-
scientific age.
Ironically, ho-
wever, many
people who
mock the vir-
gin birth have
no trouble
accepting a si-
milar miracle
that, just like
the virgin birth,
life begins with
a single cell.

LIFE BEGINS WITH
A SINGLE CELL

The New Testament implies that
Jesus had a normal gestation time (9
months). Therefore, it’s reasonable to
assume that, just like you and me, Jesus
began His embryonic development as a
single cell. Normally, the first cell is
formed when egg meets sperm. This
first cell contains the entire human
genome — one set of chromosomes from
each parent. But since Jesus didn’t have
a human father, miraculous intervention
was required to bring about this first
cell.

People who reject the virgin birth

essentially have a problem with the
appearance of this first cell. The rest
of the nine-month process is generally
not regarded as miraculous, because it
takes place millions of times all over
the world each year.

EVOLUTION BEGINS WITH
A SINGLE CELL

The origin of the first cell is also
critically important in evolutionary
biology. I remember one of my university
lecturers telling us that cells only come
from other cells — but then he quickly
corrected himself: except, of course, for

A  S I N G L E - C E L L E D  I R O N Y
the first cell. According to evolutionary
reckoning, all life can be traced back
to a single cell, which itself arose from
non-living chemicals. But since the
simplest cell we know of is horrendously
complex, this leaves evolutionists with
the unenviable task of explaining how
such complexity could arise by chance
alone.

Many scientists have acknowledged
the magnitude of this problem. For
example, New York Times science writer
Nicholas Wade confessed: The
chemistry of the first life is a nightmare
to explain. But perhaps the most
startling assessment of the problem was
given by Francis Crick, the man who
won the Nobel Prize for co-discovering
the structure of DNA. He surmised:
An honest man, armed with all the
knowledge available to us now, could
only state that in some sense, the origin
of life appears at the moment to be
almost a miracle, so many are the
conditions which would have had to have
been satisfied to get it going [emphasis
added]. So even the self-proclaimed
atheist Francis Crick thinks it’s
appropriate to use the word miracle
(albeit reluctantly) to describe the
appearance of the first living cell.

Maybe atheists have more in common
with Christians than they like to admit.
While many scoff at the idea that the
first embryonic cell of Jesus arose
miraculously, they have no trouble
accepting that the first living cell (which
supposedly gave rise to all living things)
arose miraculously. This is indeed a
single-celled irony.

David WHITE,
creation.com

Once upon a time there lived a
seer. People from all over the
neighborhood and even from other
cities came to him for advice. And
none of them left inconsolable. The
fame of his wisdom spread
throughout the country.

One envious person heard about
it, envied the seer and thought: “Let
me laugh at him!”

This man caught a butterfly, put
it between his closed palms and went
to the seer. He thought to himself:
“I will ask him is the butterfly dead
or alive? If he says that she is alive,
I will squeeze her in my hand. If
he says she’s dead, I’ll let her out”.

The man came to the seer and
said: “Everything is visible to you,
everything is open. Tell me, did I
bring you a dead butterfly or a live
one?”

The seer looked at him and said:
“Everything is in your hands”.

http://www.smisl-zhizni.ru/
pritchi

Drawing by
Igor

OSOKIN




Materialists scoff at the idea that the first embryonic
cell of Jesus arose miraculously, but they accept that the first

living cell arose “spontaneously”

P R O V E R B
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INDIVIDUAL FEELING
OF JUSTICE

Justice is a balanced inner sense of
understanding of good and evil,
applied to all people evenly, without
partiality.

Justice is the conformity of an action
with its consequences. Example: salary
should correspond to the quality and
quantity of work, punishment — the
severity of the crime, reward —
achievements.

Justice is an essential feature of a
moral and legal society. The law is
designed to delineate and regulate fair
relations between members of society.

There was a period in Israel when it
did not have a chief executive, there
was no rule of law, and everyone did
what he thought was right. It was a
difficult period in history, marked by
the heyday of lawlessness and
impunity.

Judges 17:6 — In those days there
was no king in Israel; everyone did what
was right in his own eyes.

Nevertheless, there are generally
accepted concepts of justice that are
inherent in every person and to which
the Bible refers. Here is one of those
scriptures:

Ephesians 6:1 — Children, obey your
parents in the Lord, for this is right.

There is a lack of fair people in the
world. Everyone wants to have fair
leaders above them, starting from the
president of the country and ending
with the immediate supervisor at work.
Everyone realizes how important it is
for judges in the country to be
incorruptible and fair. Even criminals
and thieves try to do justice to each
other. We all want everything that
concerns us to be fair.

It is important to ask ourselves; are
we fair to other people, especially to
those who are below us in a position?
Are we fair to our children? Are we
fair to other people in material things?
What about buying and selling? Are
we fair in judging ourselves or in
analyzing our actions? Or is it easier
for us to judge others, and when it
concerns ourselves, we quickly turn
from judges into lawyers?

DIFFERENCES IN CONCEPTS
OF JUSTICE

Even the fairest decision to different
people may not be seen equally fair.
And not only due to ignorance of all
the circumstances or motives that led
to such a decision, but also depending
on the personal characteristics,
opinions, experience, and state of
conscience of everyone. There is a
saying that goes like this: “The number
of people, the number of opinions”.
Which means; different people may
have different assessments of fairness.
Even the Bible says that people’s
assessment of truth and justice may
differ from God’s. In one case, the
Lord tells His people that their truth
is reprehensible, and He will show the
people the essence of this truth, and
this will not be to their advantage.
Why? Because his truth does not match
God’s.

Isaiah 57:12 — I will declare your
righteousness and your works, for they
will not profit you.

The assessment of justice depends
on the environment of upbringing and
the state of conscience. Conscience is
a mechanism expressed in a sense of
moral responsibility for one’s behavior
before God, oneself, surrounding
people, and society. The Bible names
eight different states of conscience.
Cleansing and improvement of
conscience occurs when reading or
listening to the Word of God and the
action of the Holy Spirit. In close
communion with God and reading the
Bible, the human conscience is tuned
to God’s standard, which will be applied

in the eternal judgment. After all,
according to Christ, this world will be
judged.

John 12:48 — He who rejects Me,
and does not receive My words, has
that which judges him — the word that
I have spoken will judge him on the
last day.

IS EVERYTHING WITH GOD
BUILT ONLY FOR JUSTICE?

The Judgment of God is the most
just place in the universe where justice
is affirmed, but even there, according
to the Word of God, there can be a
deviation from its principles towards
mercy to those who themselves showed
mercy to others! What does it say? That
God is not fair? Or, rather, that justice
is only one of the attributes of God,
along with which He has other, no less
important virtues. Understanding this
should help us in our own lives.

James 2:13 — For judgment is
without mercy to the one who has
shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over
judgment.

Something similar in relationships
with people, and especially when
building a family. It is impossible to
arrange a family only on the principles
of justice. Many things are not fair in
the full sense of the word, but we live
with it. For example, when parents
work hard for twenty to twenty-five
years to feed, clothe, teach and raise
their children, while their children
study, rest and until a certain time do
not realize the magnitude of parental
sacrifice for them. And who can
measure the role of the mother in the
family? Who else can compare with the
diligence and sacrifice of a loving
mother who, regardless of anything,
devotes herself day and night to her
family, receiving nothing in return?
Is it fair? At first glance, no, but that’s
the way it is. Of course, in the end,
the happiness of parents who raised
beautiful children compensates for all
the work and costs, if we look to the
future. But this is not visible at the
beginning, when life is full of hard
work and worries.

Just as there are no two identical
leaves on a tree, just as there are no
two identical snowflakes in the world,
so every person on earth is created
unique and unrepeatable. Men and
women are created by God to be
completely different not only physically,
but also in the field of thinking. Men
tend to be more logical thinking, while
women are sensual-emotional. The
combination of these features enriches
the mutual respect of the spouses for
each other. Both husband and wife
should know and remember that it is
natural not to understand each other
in certain areas, but this should not
paralyze their family functions. Trust
and love for each other cover this
apparent lack. And the desire to remake
a spouse in their own way sometimes
makes both unhappy.

To show Christians their different
positions in the Church (in the Body
of Christ) and the consequences of this
misunderstanding, the apostle Paul
gives the example of the human body,
which consists of many members with
different purposes.

1 Corinthians 12:13–25 — For by
one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body — whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free — and have all
been made to drink into one Spirit. For
in fact the body is not one member but
many. If the foot should say, “Because
I am not a hand, I am not of the body”,
is it therefore not of the body? And if
the ear should say, “Because I am not
an eye, I am not of the body”, is it
therefore not of the body? If the whole
body were an eye, where would be the
hearing? If the whole were hearing,
where would be the smelling? But now

God has set the members, each one of
them, in the body just as He pleased.
And if they were all one member, where
would the body be? But now indeed
there are many members, yet one body.
And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I
have no need of you”; nor again the
head to the feet, “I have no need of
you”. No, much rather, those members
of the body which seem to be weaker
are necessary. And those members of
the body which we think to be less
honorable, on these we bestow greater
honor; and our unpresentable parts have
greater modesty, but our presentable
parts have no need. But God composed

JUSTICE
may seem to them unfair and not
appreciating them. These are also
found among Christians. Many of
them consider this intolerance of
injustice to themselves as a special
advantage or  righteousness and
explain their intemperance by the fact
that they cannot tolerate injustice.
But  in fact , the cause of thei r
indignation is their I, that is, their
sinful, unpurified nature. Watching
this category of people in life, it is
difficult to say that their reaction to
injustice is creative and constructive.
Basically, everything happens the
other way around: instead of being
useful, their relationships with other
people cause a lot of pain, resentment,
and hostility. In matters of justice,
we must be strict with ourselves, but
merciful with others.

Proverbs 17:9 — He who covers a
transgression seeks love, but he who
repeats a matter separates friends.

Colossians 3:13 — ...bearing with
one another, and forgiving one another,
if anyone has a complaint against
another; even as Christ forgave you,
so you also must do.

HOW IT SHOULD BE
Jesus Christ had the character of a

humble man and taught His followers
not to fight for their own flesh.

Matthew 5:39–41 — But I tell you
not to resist an evil person. But
whoever slaps you on your right cheek,
turn the other to him also. If anyone
wants to sue you and take away your
tunic, let him have your cloak also. And
whoever compels you to go one mile,
go with him two.

Why did Christ teach like this? The
first thing you need to pay attention
to is that He taught us to endure
injustice only in relation to oneself,
but not in relation to other people. We
can and should stand up for others if
we see a clear injustice. By enduring
injustice towards himself, a person
achieves perfection. At the same time,
his selfishness, unhealthy ambitions are
burned, and going through such
periods in life, a Christian comes out
spiritually cleansed and matured.

We live and communicate with people
with unequal conscience and level of
spiritual development. There are people
who, at the slightest, as it seems to
them, injustice, arrange an argument.
Well, if it turned out to be a pedestrian
on the street, whom you met once in
your life! But if with such a person
you live under the same roof? If you
are sick of constantly hearing evidence
of his being, right? How then to be?

It is necessary to remain calm and
bear this person with a personal
example of meekness and patience.
Seeing a good example, sooner or later
the disputant will be ashamed of his
behavior and will begin to change
himself. In such cases, it is important
that at least one party is in close
relationship with God and the Holy
Spirit can work through it. It is also
important to remember that we have
the right to waive all of our rights.
That is, not to find out and not to
demand our own even when we are
accused of what we are completely
innocent of. This is unbearably
difficult for a carnal (non-spiritual)
person, but as spiritual growth
progresses, it is well tolerated.

CONCLUSION
God is pleased when we are just and

honest towards people and ourselves.
Our understanding of justice may

differ from God’s, but through hearing
the Word of God and getting close to
Him, it aligns with God’s standard.

Justice is not the only quality that
God has. His children also, in addition
to the correct concepts of justice, should
have generosity, compassion and mercy
towards other people. Be strict with
yourself, but kind to others. God’s love
encompasses all of the above.

Colossians 3:14 — But above all
these things put on love, which is the
bond of perfection.

Aleksandr BORISENKO.

the body, having given greater honor
to that part which lacks it, that there
should be no schism in the body, but
that the members should have the same
care for one another.

This comparison with the body of
Christ and the different purposes of
its individual members is given so that
we understand that each individual
person has their own purpose in
accordance with the features laid down
by our Creator in each person during
his creation.

It is important to know that
differences of opinion are a natural
phenomenon, both in the church and
in the family. Diversity is the result of
our features and the presence of free
will. They should not paralyze the
normal functions of the family or the
collective, since the subordination, or
order of subordination, established by
God, does not change depending on
different points of view. People are
not obliged to share your opinion, even
if it is the most correct one.

Having different opinions, tastes and
views is normal, but it is unfair to
deprive or start persecution for the
right to have an opinion. Let others
have the right to make mistakes because
you also made mistakes.

Romans 14:19 — Therefore let us
pursue the things which make for peace
and the things by which one may edify
another.

FEELINGS OF INJUSTICE WHEN
IT AFFECTS US

It is good when a person, seeing an
unfair attitude towards someone,
stands up for the offended. But it often
happens that people are completely
indifferent to the manifestation of
injustice against other people, but they
cannot tolerate it against themselves.
Their self-esteem is so great that they
are indignant even when they see at
least some small hint of injustice
against them. This heightened sense
of justice sometimes makes their
communication with other people
impossibly difficult. Just as a light
touch on a wound causes pain and
discomfort in a person, so it does in
these people. It’s hard to tell where
they don’t have a wound. All people

PASTOR’S WORD
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From homelessness to a successful happy person
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MEAN?

      

  






   
 
     

 
    

  
         
      

  

   
     




  


      
  
    

  
 
     



     
   
      
    





       
    
    




    
     
   

    


    

    

       
 
        
 
    



     
      

     



    
   
   


    
    
      






    
    
     


  
     
      



     
    

      

    

 

     
    
        


       

    

   


    
     




    
     
     




      
    
     


      
     

      
     
   
     
      



     

    
   
       
    
     
   
    
    


    

    
    
   
 

   

   

 



    
    


   

      
   

     
  
      
   
    

   



    
     
    
     


      


    
   
     
      

     


 
      
 

    
    

     
   

   
    

  
   
     


    

    





   

     
     
      
   
  




  


    
     

   
 

    




    
     
     



  
    
    

   
    
    


    
 
       
    
   
    
     
     


     
  
 

   
       

 
     

     
   
  

    


   
       
  


   
      
    
    

THE MAIN THING IS TO WANT TO LIVE
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Adam and Eve – were they Jews?
        






          

          




  



          

         

    

        




       



       
 

          
       

 



        
 

How should we understand Jesus’
words in Luke 14:26

     


    
       
  




     

       

          
          
        



         

 





    

          

    

      


 



 



       


          





 

 
      



 

   



 



        
          


There were twelve apostles.
Why are only four gospels included

in the Bible?



      


    










           

  

   
     

          


       

        




        
 


        
          
      

         

         








        




    
   





    


   
 
        


       


         

       

      



    



   




        
 

     
 


  

       




         


         
          
         


    
         

 









  

  




        

    



          
         
 
          
       




Why is there nothing said
in the Bible about the seventeen

years of Jesus’ wanderings?
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TOP I C  F O R  RE F L E C T I O N

WOMEN THROUGH THE EYES OF GOD
I. WOMAN IN THE OLD
AND NEW TESTAMENT

Woman In The Old
Testament

1. God created a woman and
a man.

Genesis 1:27 — So God
created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created
him; male and female He
created them.

Genesis 5:1–2 — This is the
book of the genealogy of Adam.
In the day that God created man,
He made him in the likeness of
God. He created them male and
female, and blessed them and
called them Mankind in the day
they were created.

2. A woman, like a man, is
created in the image and
likeness of God.

Genesis 1:27 — So God
created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created
him; male and female He
created them.

3. To a woman, as well as
to a man, God gave power over
all animals.

Genesis 1:28 — Then God
blessed them, and God said to
them, “Be fruitful and multiply;
fill the earth and subdue it;
have dominion over the fish of
the sea, over the birds of the
air, and over every living thing
that moves on the earth”.

4. A woman was created
after a man, from his rib.

Genesis 2:21–24 — And the
Lord God caused a deep sleep
to fall on Adam, and he slept;
and He took one of his ribs,
and closed up the flesh in its
place. Then the rib which the
Lord God had taken from man
He made into a woman, and
He brought her to the man. And
Adam said: “This is now bone
of my bones And flesh of my
flesh; She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of
Man”. Therefore a man shall
leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, and they
shall become one flesh.

5. The main purpose of a
woman is to be a man’s helper.

Genesis 2:18, 20 — And the
Lord God said, “It is not good
that man should be alone; I
will make him a helper
comparable to him”. ...So Adam
gave names to all cattle, to the
birds of the air, and to every
beast of the field. But for Adam
there was not found a helper
comparable to him.

6. A man cannot be com-
plete without a woman. Just
like she is without him.

Genesis 2:24 — Therefore
a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to
his wife, and they shall become
one flesh.

7. Being an assistant does
not mean being inferior or
worse than a man. The same
Hebrew word helper describes
the relationship between God
and Israel.

Psalm 32:20 — Our soul
waits for the Lord; He is our
help and our shield.

Psalm 69:6 — But I am
poor and needy; Make haste to
me, O God! You are my help
and my deliverer; O Lord, do
not delay.

8. Respect for parents.
Exodus 20:12 — Honor

your father and your mother,
that your days may be long
upon the land which the Lord
your God is giving you.

9. In Old Testament culture,
a woman is almost equated
with a thing or with property.
One of the Jewish prayers is:
Lord, thank you that I am not
a woman! This is partly due to
the role played by women
during the Fall.

Woman in The New
Testament

Jesus came to earth and
demonstrated a better way —
the way of love, and He allowed
women to accompany Himself
and His disciples as They
traveled.

Luke 8:1–3 — Now it came
to pass, afterward, that He went
through every city and village,
preaching and bringing the glad
tidings of the kingdom of God.
And the twelve were with Him,
and certain women who had
been healed of evil spirits and
infirmities — Mary called
Magdalene, out of whom had
come seven demons, and Joanna
the wife of Chuza, Herod’s
steward, and Susanna, and
many others who provided for
Him from their substance.

He spoke to a Samaritan
woman at Jacob’s well, causing
her to repent and turn from
her sinful ways (John 4). Jesus
did not banish Mary (Martha’s
sister), who sat at His feet with
the rest of his disciples to listen
to His teachings. Conversely,
He advised Martha to do the
same.

Luke 10:38–42 — Now it
happened as they went that He
entered a certain village; and a
certain woman named Martha
welcomed Him into her house.
And she had a sister called
Mary, who also sat at Jesus’
feet and heard His word. But
Martha was distracted with
much serving, and she
approached Him and said,
“Lord, do You not care that
my sister has left me to serve
alone? Therefore tell her to help
me”. And Jesus answered and
said to her, “Martha, Martha,
you are worried and troubled
about many things. But one
thing is needed, and Mary has
chosen that good part, which
will not be taken away from
her”.

Despite the fact that the Jews
separated special places for
women to worship in the temple
and synagogues, the New
Testament Church did not
separate believers on the basis of
their gender. They praised the
Lord together (Acts 12:1–17;
1 Corinthians 11:2–16).

The apostle Paul wrote,
There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free,
there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28).

However, in his epistles, the
apostle Paul warns the church
that the power of women in
leading the church should be
limited. A woman should
remain silent and submit to the
decisions of men at the head
of the church.

1 Corinthians 14:34–36 —
Let your women keep silent in
the churches, for they are not
permitted to speak; but they are
to be submissive, as the law also
says. And if they want to learn
something, let them ask their
own husbands at home; for it
is shameful for women to speak
in church. Or did the word of
God come originally from you?
Or was it you only that it
reached?

1 Timothy 2:11–14 — Let
a woman learn in silence with
all submission. And I do not
permit a woman to teach or to
have authority over a man, but
to be in silence. For Adam was
formed first, then Eve. And

Adam was not deceived, but the
woman being deceived, fell into
transgression.

How can these two see-
mingly contradictory facts be
reconciled? Very simple. In
Galatians, the apostle Paul
preaches that a man and a
woman are equal before God —
just as a slave and his master
are equal in the eyes of God.
However, Paul did not call on
masters to set their slaves free
or slaves to overthrow the
lords’ power. Similarly, Paul
reminds us that a wife must
submit to her husband in
fulfillment of church discipline
and order, as well as to testify
to others.

In addition, it should not be
forgotten that although the Old
Testament culture resembled
patriarchy, the Bible tells of
great women who influenced
the outcome of the battle
(Deborah — Judges 4–5; 9:54;
Esther — Esther 4:16).

God also revealed His will
to the people of Israel through
female prophets (Deborah —
Judges 4:4; Anna — Luke 2:36;
four daughters of the maiden
prophesying — Acts 21:9). The
Lord used Priscilla and her
husband Aquila to more
accurately explain the way of
the Lord to the preacher
Apollos (Acts 18:26).

Among the heroes of the
faith listed in Hebrews 11 are
Sarah, the wife of Abraham
(verse 11), the mother of Moses
(verse 23), and the harlot
Rahab (verse 31). And in the
book of Joel 2:28 it is said,
“And it shall come to pass
afterward That I will pour out
My Spirit on all flesh; Your
sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, Your old men shall
dream dreams, Your young men
shall see visions”.

II. WOMAN THROUGH
THE EYES OF GOD

1. Woman’s appearance
1 Peter 3:3–4 — Do not let

your adornment be merely
outward — arranging the hair,
wearing gold, or putting on fine
apparel — rather let it be the

hidden person of the heart, with
the incorruptible beauty of a
gentle and quiet spirit, which
is very precious in the sight of
God.

1 Timothy 2:9 — ...that the
women adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with propriety
and moderation, not with
braided hair or gold or pearls
or costly clothing.

2. A woman’s destiny is to
help her husband (Genesis
2:18–20)

1 Corinthians 11:8–9 — For
man is not from woman, but
woman from man. Nor was man
created for the woman, but
woman for the man.

3. Character of a woman
Obedience to the husband
1 Peter 3:1–6 — Wives,

likewise, be submissive to your
own husbands, that even if some
do not obey the word, they,
without a word, may be won
by the conduct of their wives,
when they observe your chaste
conduct accompanied by fear.
Do not let your adornment be
merely outward — arranging
the hair, wearing gold, or
putting on fine apparel —
rather let it be the hidden
person of the heart, with the
incorruptible beauty of a gentle
and quiet spirit, which is very
precious in the sight of God.
For in this manner, in former
times, the holy women who
trusted in God also adorned
themselves, being submissive to
their own husbands, as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord, whose daughters you are
if you do good and are not
afraid with any terror.

Ephesians 5:22–24 — Wives,
submit to your own husbands,
as to the Lord. For the husband
is head of the wife, as also Christ
is head of the church; and He
is the Savior of the body.
Therefore, just as the church is
subject to Christ, so let the wives
be to their own husbands in
everything.

Ephesians 5:33 — Never-
theless let each one of you in
particular so love his own wife
as himself, and let the wife see
that she respects her husband.

1 Corinthians 11:3 — But I
want you to know that the head
of every man is Christ, the head
of woman is man, and the head
of Christ is God.

B. Parables of the Wife
Proverbs 11:16 — A gracious

woman retains honor, but
ruthless men retain riches.

Proverbs 11:22 — As a ring
of gold in a swine’s snout, so
is a lovely woman who lacks
discretion.

Proverbs 12:4 — An
excellent wife is the crown of
her husband, but she who
causes shame is like rottenness
in his bones.

Proverbs 14:1 — The wise
woman builds her house, but
the foolish pulls it down with
her hands.

Proverbs 18:22 — He who
finds a wife finds a good thing,
and obtains favor from the
Lord.

Proverbs 19:13 — A foolish
son is the ruin of his father,
and the contentions of a wife
are a continual dripping.

Proverbs 19:14 — Houses
and riches are an inheritance
from fathers, but a prudent
wife is from the Lord.

Proverbs 27:15–16 — A
continual dripping on a very
rainy day and a contentious
woman are alike; whoever
restrains her restrains the
wind, and grasps oil with his
right hand.

The Biblical Example
of a Virtuous Wife

Proverbs 31:10-31 — Who
can find a virtuous wife? For
her worth is far above rubies.
The heart of her husband safely
trusts her; so he will have no
lack of gain. She does him good
and not evil all the days of her
life. She seeks wool and flax,
and willingly works with her
hands. She is like the merchant
ships, he brings her food from
afar. She also rises while it is
yet night, and provides food for
her household, and a portion
for her maidservants. She
considers a field and buys it;
from her profits she plants a
vineyard. She girds herself with
strength and strengthens her
arms. She perceives that her
merchandise is good, and her
lamp does not go out by night.
She stretches out her hands to
the distaff, and her hand holds
the spindle. She extends her
hand to the poor, yes, she
reaches out her hands to the
needy. She is not afraid of snow
for her household, for all her
household is clothed with
scarlet. She makes tapestry for
herself; her clothing is fine
linen and purple. Her husband
is known in the gates, when
he sits among the elders of the
land. She makes linen
garments and sells them and
supplies sashes for the
merchants. Strength and honor
are her clothing; she shall
rejoice in time to come. She
opens her mouth with wisdom,
and on her tongue is the law
of kindness. She watches over
the ways of her household and
does not eat the bread of
idleness. Her children rise up
and call her blessed; her
husband also, and he praises
her: “many daughters have
done well, but you excel them
all”. Charm is deceitful and
beauty is passing, but a woman
who fears the Lord, she shall
be praised. Give her of the fruit
of her hands, and let her own
works praise her in the gates.

Bible Discussion Club,
Montreal, Canada

http://www.cogmtl.net/
Articles/039.htm

Drawing by
Igor OSOKIN
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONSWho is the Holy Spirit?


  








       

           



  














  




What is blasphemy against
the Holy Spirit?


     





  

      

   









         
       
        
       
 


  


    
     
 


What is the difference between
a talent and a spiritual gift?






   



        


  








       

          



          








        



    








     



 
      

       





What is the role of the Holy
Spirit in our lives today?

    



  




        



         
   



       
  
     

      





  








       


       




   







      

          

       




    

  


What are the names and titles
of the Holy Spirit?
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There is nothing more

dangerous than a poisoned
person. In other words, when
a person is physically poisoned
it’s one thing, but when a
person is poisoned in their
mind, it is completely different.

When a person has a
poisened consciousness, the
first thing that happens is that
the soul of the person is
poisoned and not only the
whole way of life is put at risk,
but also the dream from God.
The soul of a person (well,
feelings and emotions) is the
engine of their life.

When a person is spiritually
poisoned, the priorities in their
life change, and the spiritually
poisoned begin to do what they
would never do. Thinking
deeper, I can say that a
spiritually poisoned minister is
a dangerous servant, because
everyone who did not recognize
in time and did not step aside
will also be poisoned.

There are only two things
that, according to Christ, the
children of God need to be wary
of: the leaven of Herod and
the leaven of the Pharisees.
These are the two streams of
information in which there is
a force that can poison and
pervert the human soul. This
is one of the most effective
weapons that devil uses against
the servants of God.

How many times have we
seen in recent years how leaders
poisoned by politics, the
creation of their own false
doctrines and movements, the
greed for profit or lust for
glory, have misled the masses
into the same delusion. You
and I have witnessed the
destruction of great ministries
and strong societies among the

inhabitants, and all these are
the consequences of spiritual
poisoning.

Spiritual poisoning leads the
life of a child of God to
complete chaos: now everything
that you believed and craved
is put under question and,
conversely, what you previously
hated begins to attract you.

The Apostle Paul, in
Galatians, asks the question,
Why did you begin with the
spirit and end with flesh? Who
poisoned you? That is, you can
start absolutely correctly, but
then fall under the influence
of spiritual poisoning.

O foolish Galatians! Who
has bewitched you that you
should not obey the truth,
before whose eyes Jesus Christ
was clearly portrayed among
you as crucified? This only I
want to learn from you: Did
you receive the Spirit by the
works of the law, or by the
hearing of faith? Are you so
foolish? Having begun in the
Spirit, are you now being
made perfect by the flesh?
Have you suffered so many
things in vain — if indeed it
was in vain? (Galatians 3:1–4).

There’s a prime example in
the Bible: King Saul, who used
to destroy witches, goes to them
for power, and puts the
prophets of God he guarded to
death. The question is, why
does what he used to love, now
he hates, and what he hated,
now loves? This is spiritual
poisoning.

When you’re under the
influence of spiritual poisoning,
you don’t recognize yourself.

We sometimes get letters
cursing us and saying, We
listened to you, and our lives
have changed, but we’ve been
informed about who you are.
Now we know that you are
servants of the devil and so on.

What happened? Such
people started spiritually, but
then they allowed someone
into their lives, and they were
completely poisoned, and now
they live in complete spiritual
chaos, because they could not
see the attack of the enemy
on their souls. That is, God
attracted them into this
movement, and man brought
them out.

To be honest, a spiritually
poisoned person will very rarely
accept advice or help because
he will think that he is right.
A spiritually poisoned person
is a person who has created
his own reality.

Usually, God leaves such
persons until complete collapse,
and only after a complete
failure will a person be able to
hear God and move towards
healing and restoration.

Here are a few areas that
need to be guarded so as not
to fall under the influence of
spiritual influence.

1. Information poisoning
Overload with unnecessary

information. The endless vie-
wing of the news, the constant
surveillance of the financial
exchange, the empty talk
shows, and so on — usually
the personal ones who pay too
much attention to it all, they
don’t have a real relationship
with the Holy Spirit. They’re

busy, they’re thinking and
arguing that they can’t really
change the thread. It all leads
to spiritual exhaustion.
Fatigue and in the process
leads to poisoning. And it’s
also very easy to get rid of
people who are empty and
unnecessary.

2. Emotional poisoning
Armed conflicts, murder,

suicide, abortion, torture,
bullying, political filth, and so
on — the devil puts you in his
world with information about
all of this, and you begin to
see only pain, destruction,
blood, and suffering. Indivi-
duals immersed in all this are
on a constant breakdown, they
are always in a depressed state,
they often have health problems.
Their prayers are not of the
spirit, and from a wounded
soul. They also have frequent
nightmares, and they tend to
judge everyone around them for
being blind and not seeing
anything around them.

All this poisons the human
spirit and leads to physical and
mental destruction and serious
physical illnesses.

3. Mystical poisoning
Watching psychics, fortune

tellers, witches, sorcerers,
magicians, clairvoyants,
television series about vampires
and werewolves, reading
demonic literature, etc. All this
poisons the spirit of a Christian.
Not finding such a mystical
show in the church, such a
person begins to demand it, to
desire mystical power and
authority and in the process,
he walks the line of what is

permissible and falls into pure
occultism.

4. Poisoning of the inner
world

This is when a person on
some forums, in blogs, in social
networks, and so on is trying
to prove his case, constantly
being in disputes and useless
chatter. You allow someone to
fall into your personal space,
and once there, these people
poison you from the inside.

When a person allows other
people to pour dirt on him and
listens to negative words and
curses in his address and the
address of those who are dear
to him, or is in a society that
curses, hates and persecutes
the movement and glory of
God, he will very soon become
like those around him, if he
does not leave these people.

5. Prevention of personal
influence

When a person becomes
fanatically interested in per-
sonalities in politics or religion,
he tends to become very
aggressive towards any other
point of view and completely
intercepts the point of view of
his idol. Such a person
automatically becomes a carrier
and a wanderer of someone
else’s point of view: doctrines,
ideas, and so on. His principles
and even his faith start to
shake and collapse.

I ask the Holy Spirit to give
wisdom to God’s children to
learn how to guard their
consciousness, their soul, and
their spirit.

Above all else, guard your
heart, for everything you do
flows from it (Proverbs 4:23).

Andrey SHAPOVALOV,
http://shapovalov.us
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Tony Evans says US facing God’s judgement
because Christians are cultural, not biblical



      


     
     
 


    

 


    

    
   


   
   

   


     









        






 






        






       









“This book, sir, is the rock
on which our republic rests”.




Lord Tennyson had the
honorary title of Poet
Laureate (Queen Victoria
conferred on him for his
poetic work the title of Baron,
which made Tennyson a peer
of England): “Reading the
bible is an education in
itself”.

Recalling his childhood, he
says: “The greatest pleasure
in the house of my grand-
father and grandmother was
the reading of the family Bible
located there, which was
decorated with polytypes and
before my admiring gaze in
a charming light conveyed
the life and deeds of the
ancient inhabitants of the
East. This reverence-worthy
Book of, which I still hold,
has fascinated me, and I
attribute to it the first
passionate desire of my
article, to get acquainted with
people and the countries of
the East”.

 

He paid special attention to
the Gospel, considering it “the
best book, where everything
that a person needs to know
is said”. “There is a book”,
he said, “in which everything




is said, everything is decided,
after which there is no doubt
about anything, the book is
immortal, the holy book, the
book of eternal life, the
Gospel”.
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An American who fell from a cruise
ship at sea said that it was God who
gave him the strength to stay afloat
for twenty hours. Rescuers noted that
by the time the man was pulled out of
the water, he had half a minute of
strength left, no more.

James Michael Grimes had always
dreamed of going on a sea cruise, so
his heart pounded furiously when, the
night before Thanksgiving, he climbed
aboard the Carnival Valor cruise ship.

The holiday promised to be exci-
ting — cruise ship on the Gulf of
Mexico and Thanksgiving, surro-
unded by relatives.

James Michael spent the evening at
a private dinner with eighteen members
of his family. After dinner, drinks at
the bar and winning the air guitar
competition, the man beat five cousins
and left the hall in a great mood. The
celebration was a success.

James woke up around midnight.
There was water and pitch darkness all
around. Coughing up the salt water,
he spun in all directions, realizing more
and more acutely that it was not a
dream. He’s in the Gulf of Mexico, by
himself.

The last thing he remembers is the
stateroom on the sixth floor of the liner.
To fall from such a height and stay
alive? Where is the ship?

There’s a tiny light in the distance.
Maybe thats it?

James begins to swim in this
direction, but quickly realizes that his
clothes are interfering with him. You’ll
have to get rid of it, leave only the
shorts. Now it’s a little easier to swim,
but the light has almost disappeared
over the horizon.

Three o’clock in the morning, Grimes
has been in the water for three hours.

You’ve always been a good swimmer,
he kept telling himself. But there are
too many jellyfish. The whole body —
the back, the legs, the neck — burned
from them. You have to literally peel
them off the skin.

Around six in the morning, the sun
appears over the water surface. James

has been in the water for
six hours. He notices a
lonely light in the distance
and prays that it will be
the platform of an oil rig.
Now he’s floating to that
light in the distance,
because if it’s her, if it’s
a platform, it’s almost
certainly going to save his
life.

A storm seems to be
brewing. The waves be-
come higher, and because
of them, there is almost
no visible glow to which
he swims. The waves are
calming down, it seems
that there will be no
storm, but the light has also disap-
peared.

Fifteen minutes after eleven, and
James is in the water for more than
ten hours. He thinks about his daughter
Annabeth, he thinks about God, will
he soon go to Heaven?

He notices three dim lights that seem
to be quite far away. Grimes begins to
swim to the lights, because it should be
the platform of the oil well tower, which
will save his life. The sun hits his eyes
when the rescue platform seems to be
no more than three hundred meters
away.

Here it is! James thinks, I’ll live.
But suddenly he gets knocked off
course. The waves get higher again,
the current turns him the other way,
moving him further away from the life-
saving lights. They get smaller and
smaller until they disappear altogether.

It’s well past noon, and James is in
the water for almost thirteen hours.
There’s a bump on his leg, and it’s
something very big with a flat head.
He barely peels off some fish, but again
finds himself surrounded by jellyfish.

There is almost no strength left.
Grimes decided to succumb to the waves:
it’s easier that way. A stick floats by.
It tastes tolerable, you need at least
something to eat.

Three o’clock in the afternoon, and

A man survived a twenty-hour baptism at sea after
falling from a cruise ship: The Lord was with me

James is in the water for fifteen hours.
Unbearably thirsty. It’s crazy, he
thinks, there’s billions of liters of water
around, but you can’t take a sip. He
decides to drink some seawater, but he
vomits right away. How much longer
can he stay afloat?

Suddenly, a huge cruise liner appears
nearby. Is it a dream? His heart is
pounding furiously – they will save me!

He screams, waves his arms, losing
his strength. The cruise ship passes by,
and then it gets smaller and smaller
until it turns into a point.

From somewhere deep inside, moans
and tears erupt. Apparently, this is the
end of the story.

Eight o’clock in the evening, and
James Michael Grimes is still afloat, he
has been in the water for twenty hours.
In the distance, lights reappear.

What is this? Platform? Ship?
His heart jumps when he sees a cargo

ship approaching him. Why are the
arms and legs not obeying at the right
moment?

James tries to sail to the ship, but it
turns out badly. However, the vessel
comes close enough to make out the
silhouettes of people on the balcony. He
screams, waves his arms, exhausting
himself.

Help! Grimes shouts.
A voice reaches him:

Where are you?
I’m in the water! He shouts. I’m in

the water!
The men on the ship spot him and

throw James lifebuoys. They don’t
approach him.

The Coast Guard has been looking
for you ever since your family reported
you missing, a voice is heard. Hold on
for fifteen minutes, they’ll soon be here
to save you!

James floats on his back, his body
relaxed. What is fifteen minutes when
I’ve been treading water for twenty hours?

There is a strong noise, the wind
rises. The light of the searchlight glides
across the water surface — the helicopter
flies around the cargo ship three times,
James waves his hands. It can’t be, he
thinks. Suddenly, the spotlight finds
him.

Thanksgiving, half past nine in the
evening, James Michael Grimes was
pulled out of the water thirty minutes
ago. Rescuers shake their heads in
amazement. There are four days ahead
in the intensive care unit and deep
gratitude to the Lord for the gift of
life.

The Lord has been with me all this
time, says James Michael. In a way, it
was a twenty-hour baptism that brought
me closer to God. I know that He saved
me for a reason, and now I must live
according to His plan.

The Lord was with me while I was
there because something was holding
me up the whole time I was unconscious.
I think it was Him.

Aviation survival specialist Richard
Hofle told CBS News that James was
thirty seconds away from drowning
when he was found.

Although the man’s skin was badly
damaged by the salt water, he had no
other wounds. He also lost nine pounds.

When asked by reporters if he would
dare to board the cruise ship again after
the incident, James, smiling, nodded:
Of course, and next time I plan to stay
on board.

Based on CNN
and wvtm13, https://inlight.news

There is a short story by Hans
Christian Andersen called The Pen
and the Inkstand.

In the story the pen and the
inkstand compete for the accolades.

The inkstand said to the pen: It is
wonderful and extraordinary what a
number of things come out of me. It’s
quite incredible, and I really don’t
know what is coming next when that
man dips his pen into me. One drop
out of me is enough for half a page
of paper, and what cannot half a page
contain? From me, all the works of a
poet are produced; all those imaginary
characters whom people fancy they
have known or met. All the deep
feeling, the humour, and the vivid
pictures of nature. I myself don’t
understand how it is, for I am not
acquainted with nature, but it is
certainly in me.

Said the pen, you don’t think at
all; if you did, you would see that
you can only provide the means. You
give the fluid that I may place upon
the paper what dwells in me, and
what I wish to bring to light. It is
the pen that writes: no man doubts
that ; and ,  indeed ,  most  people
understand as much about poetry as
an old inkstand.

Late in the evening the poet came
home. He had been to a concert, and
had been quite enchanted with the
admirable performance of a famous
violin player whom he had heard
there. . ..I t was a wonderful
performance and a difficult piece, and
yet the bow seemed to glide across

the strings so easily that it was as if
any one could do it who tried. Even
the violin and the bow appeared to
perform independently of their master
who guided them; it was as if soul
and spirit had been breathed into the
instrument, so the audience forgot
the performer in the beautiful sounds
he produced. Not so the poet; he
remembered him, and named him, and
wrote down his thoughts on the
subject. How foolish it would be for
the violin and the bow to boast of

their performance, and yet we men
often commit that folly.

Now Hans Christian Andersen
wrote the story in order to point
to  t he  fac t  that  we ar e a l l
instruments that the Almighty
uses. However, he unintentionally
makes another point. The absurdity
of  t he  p en  o r  the ink  be ing
responsible for the poetry is patent.
They are the tools, the instruments,
but it needs the mind of the poet
to create meaning. The ordering of
the words to convey information
canno t  come  from the tool s
themselv es.  I f a  gust  of wind
knocked the pen and inkstand over,
the resultant ink blot would have
no meaning — even if it by chance
resembled a word. If there was no
poe t ,  and  no- one to  r ead and
understand the poetry, then the ink
and the pen could produce nothing.

But that is  exact ly what  the
proponents of atheistic evolution
believe. It really is as absurd as that.
Creationists deride cosmic evolution
as a theory which says hydrogen is a
colourless, odourless gas which, given
enough time, turns into people. This
is considered to be an insult to the
sophisticated who accept evolutionary
theory, but in essence that is what it
boils down to. Where does the
information come from which will
restructure matter  and give it
meaning? Does it come from the

Inte l l igent  Ink? matter itself? For if there is no
outside intelligence, that is exactly
what must be the case.

Therefore, to  the secular
evolutionist, the ink and the pen
themselves are the source of the
poetry, for there is no poet. But if
there is no poet, how can the words
created be recognized as words? It
can only be that there is intelligent
ink. The ink itself needs to reproduce
itself, and creates an elaborate
language to express that need. It
expresses that  need to other
intelligent inks. Does anyone in their
right mind believe that?

But  if for ink  you  read the
chemical structure of DNA, with its
4 bases (this is the raw material
with which the genetic language is
written), and for pen you read the
structure of DNA and RNA, the tool
which uses the basic raw material,
then surely that is what evolutionists
believe.

Hans Christian Andersen gently
mocked the idea that the pen or
inkstand themselves could create
poetry. How he might have laughed
at the notion that DNA and genes
could by themselves create living
beings !  In modern terms,  it is
equivalent to saying that a word
processor left to itself would, given
time, write the instruction manual
to use itself — and more than that,
to program itself.

Michael MATTHEWS,
creation.com
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TOPIC FOR REFLECTION



A TT EN TION !
Dear readers, today the

newspaper “Prisoner” has the
status of the three languages:
Russian, Ukrainian and
English. “Prisoner” is printed
in Ukraine and in America.
However, it is published and
distributed exclusively by
voluntary donations. For all
those wishing to contribute to
the success of “Prisoner” all
the requisites are indicated in
the last column of the
newspaper. For those in
America who wish to donate to
the newspaper “Prisoner” and
support the prison ministry,
there is a tear off form, where
you can donate and specify what
you want the donation to go
for. God bless you!



The publication office
requests that you enclose
your postal address with
your material (testimonies,
sermons, articles, etc.) for
publication in “Prisoner”.
If you enclose photos with
your material, we will be
glad to publish them.

And for those of you
just on the way to God,
it’s time to turn to our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ with a short prayer:

“Lord Jesus, I believe
you are God’s Son; You
died for my sins and rose
again for my salvation. I
accept you as my personal
Lord and Savior. Please
forgive all my sins and
grant me eternal life.
Amen!”

INDEPENDENT
CHRISTIAN  NEWSPAPER

Dear readers!
“Prisoner” is distributed free of
charge in America (USA,
Canada), Germany, Iceland,
Czech Republic, Estonia,
Moldova, Belarus, Russia,
Kazakhstan and Ukraine.
Publication of this newspaper
depends on donations. Send
your material and financially
support the publication of this
important newspaper for society.

God bless you all!

 


     
   


    


  
  

Circulation 10000 cop.  Order # 7958.

Current account for donations:
“PRIVATBANK”

s/a 5168742708428044. For
transfers from a bank card to a
bank card, dollar account in the name
of Dolgushina Irina Nikolayevna:
4731219122681756 (Visa card).
For postal orders: Dolgushina Irina
Nikolayevna, P. O. box 60/15, Severo-
donetsk, Lugansk  region,  Ukraine,
93406. For transfers via Western
Union — Dolgushina Irina Niko-
layevna. For transfers via Money-
Gram — Postilga Maria Igorevna.

O u r  c o n t a c t s :

redakciya.uznik@yahoo.com
tel.: +380645225707
      +380661395801

Certificate of State regi-
stration of the print media

series KV ¹ 20170-9970ÐR
from 15.08.2013

Responsible for the issue
Irina Dolgushina.

Design and Desktop Publishing
Pavel Vladimirov.

Editor Trubitsin
Igor Evgenyevich

(pseudonym Igor Gorik)

Dear readers
of “Prisoner”!

Mailing address in U.S.
 for the newspaper

“Prisoner”:
Hope of Freedom, P.O. Box
4053 Everett, WA 98204

Translation services
Translation of the articles was

provided by: Oksana Krav-
chun, Inessa Berdnik, Anne
Yermolov, Anna Krasniy,
Igol German, Alex Rybin,
Natasha Andrushchenko,
and edited by Timofey
Borisenko.
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