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
           
         


 









         





         














           







       


           
         









          







        


 













  







            
















  
 






       

           






















   


 
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


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

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
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




    









      





   

       




 
    

     

    

     



    
 
    



     


     





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
  

 

         
    








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
    
    



     
    
   
    



 


    



   
     

     
    








  







       


   


THE INFLUENCE



   





     



  
     


    



     
      








    

    

    



     




    






    
    

   


    






  



 

   


     






    

   

      




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     
     





    











     





    


     







  

 
  
     
    





     











   
     



    


     







     
    





      


     



   


        
   





      
   

    



    
   







    

     

    
     

    


    





























    

     


  
     
     
    
   
   
    
   
  


  
    



   


    



  

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   




    

 
   

    
   
    


    




    
   
    








    



    


  
 

  
 

  
     
 















    







     
   



   





 
     
     

    




   





     





      
  

      
   
     
















    
   






    


  

   














   

       

    
     
   


   
       
    
      











    





      

     
      






   















     




     
 
     





    
      


    









   

       
   


    






      


 



TOPIC FOR REFLECTION

OF WORDS IN OUR LIVES



PRISONER  ¹2(32), 20214

Ben Affleck spoke about finding God and the repentance of his ex-wife
Hollywood actor Ben Aff-

lecks opened up about his
Christian faith while promo-
ting his new film, “The Way

Back”.
“I go to the Methodist

Church, my kids are baptized
and I got introduced to
Christianity a little bit later
in life”, the Academy Award
winner told Belief.net.

Affleck’s ex-wife, Jen-
nifer Garner, returned to
church four years ago after
fi lming “Miracles from
Heaven”, and shortly after
invited Affleck to attend
service with her and their
children. He has since kept
to the faith.

In “The Way Back”, Affleck
plays Jack Cunningham, a man
who is down and out and
searching for hope. He finds
that hope when offered a job

to coach basket-
ball at his
Catholic high
school where he
once excelled as
a player. The
movie is cente-
red around his
road to making
amends with the
people he hurt
most by his
d e s t r u c t i v e
behavior as a
result of alcohol.

In the interview, a newly
sobered Affleck reflected on
the “beauty” he’s found in the
Christian gifts of grace and
forgiveness.

“One of the things that I
found most beautiful about it,
and I struggle with my faith,
I struggle with belief, but I
do see there’s something
enormously beautiful and
elegant about the notion that
we are all sinners, and that
it’s our job to find our
redemption, to find God’s love,
to redeem ourselves, to live the
best life that we can, to love
one another, to not judge one
another, and to forgive one
another”, Affleck said.

The “Batman V. Superman”
actor feels that Jesus’
instructions to forgive one
another is a message the world
currently needs.

“You belong to your father, the
devil, and you want to carry out your
father’s desires. He was a murderer
from the beginning, not holding to
the truth, for there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks his
native language, for he is a liar and
the father of lies” (John 8:44).

Perhaps one of the most appalling
and revolting things that people do is
lie. It doesn’t matter how and for what
reason it manifests itself. A lie will
always remain a lie. This human sin
cannot be justified in any way, even
if as some believe, it was from good
intentions such as not to upset a loved
one with something negative or not
to upset a child or parents.

Do all people lie? It would appear
so. One way or another, people tend
to remain silent and hide certain
things even from those closest to them.
And all for the same reason: so as
not to upset them. You may be able to
find people who do not lie but this
percentage is quite small. Where did
lies come from?

From a careful study of the Bible
you can clearly see that the roots of
lies stretch to us from the very Garden
of Eden. God commanded Adam and
Eve not to eat fruit from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. As it
is said, “And the Lord God com-
manded the man, ‘You are free to
eat from any tree in the garden; but
you must not eat from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, for
when you eat from it you will
certainly die’” (Gen. 2:16–17).

God gave this warning and in-
struction to the first people for their
own good but almost everyone knows
what happened next.

“Now the serpent was more crafty
than any of the wild animals the
Lord God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You
must not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” The woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat fruit from the
trees in the garden, but God did say,
‘You must not eat fruit from the tree
that is in the middle of the garden,
and you must not touch it, or you
will die’”. “You will not certainly
die”, the serpent said to the woman.
“For God knows that when you eat
from it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good
and evil” (Gen. 3:1–5).

This is where the first lies on earth

began. Satan tempted the first people,
and told her saying, “No, you will
not die”. Since then, lies have become
a part of the sinful nature of people
for centuries. The Scripture says:
“Therefore, just as sin entered the
world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death
came to all people, because all
sinned” (Rom. 5:12).

Today the world is so filled with
lies that it no longer surprises anyone.
Few people notice their own lies. It is
mostly noticed in others, especially

politicians since they do not hesitate
to lie to all media (TV, radio, news-
papers, social networks and so on).
People are willing to spend hours
discussing with indignation the lies
of politicians while not noticing their
own lies. If you analyze all areas of
human activity, then there is hardly
one where people would not lie.
Unfortunately, even individuals who
are believers often resort to lies,
thereby upsetting God. Probably the
worst thing is when people are not
ashamed to lie before God without even
considering the consequences. The
Bible describes a very instructive story
about what happens to those people
who lie without being ashamed of
God.

“Now a man named Ananias,
together with his wife Sapphira, also
sold a piece of property. With his
wife’s full knowledge he kept back
part of the money for himself, but
brought the rest and put it at the

apostles’ feet. Then Peter said,
‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has
so filled your heart that you have
lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept
for yourself some of the money you
received for the land? Didn’t it belong
to you before it was sold? And after
it was sold, wasn’t the money at your
disposal? What made you think of
doing such a thing? You have not
lied just to human beings but to God’.
When Ananias heard this, he fell
down and died. And great fear seized
all who heard what had happened.

Then some young
men came for-
ward, wrapped up
his body, and
carried him out
and buried him.
A bou t  t h re e
hours later his
wife came in, not
knowing what
had happened.
Peter asked her,
‘Tell me, is this
the price you and
Ananias got for
the land?’ ‘Yes’,
she said, ‘that is
the price’. Peter
said to her, ‘How
could you conspi-
re to test the
Spirit of the
Lord? Listen! The

feet of the men who buried your
husband are at the door, and they
will carry you out also’. At that
moment she fell down at his feet and
died. Then the young men came in
and, finding her dead, carried her
out and buried her beside her
husband. Great fear seized the whole
church and all who heard about these
events” (Acts 5:1–11).

This sad story is a vivid illustration
of how dangerous it is to lie before
God. Many people, even when already
in faith, still do not fully realize that
God knows all our thoughts.
Therefore, all of our secrets and any
lies are always known in the eyes of
God. David in his psalm, addressing
God, says: “You have searched me,
Lord, and you know me. You know
when I sit and when I rise; you
perceive my thoughts from afar. You
discern my going out and my lying
down; you are familiar with all my
ways. Before a word is on my tongue

you, Lord, know it completely. You
hem me in behind and before, and
you lay your hand upon me. Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me,
too lofty for me to attain. Where can
I go from your Spirit? Where can I
flee from your presence? If I go up
to the heavens, you are there; if I
make my bed in the depths, you are
there. If I rise on the wings of the
dawn, if I settle on the far side of
the sea, even there your hand will
guide me, your right hand will hold
me fast. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness
will hide me and the light become
night around me’, even the darkness
will not be dark to you; the night
will shine like the day, for darkness
is as light to you. For you created
my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb. I
praise you because I am fearfully
and wonderfully made; your works
are wonderful, I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the
depths of the earth. Your eyes saw
my unformed body; all the days
ordained for me were written in your
book before one of them came to be”
(Ps. 139:1–16).

It is clearly seen from the psalm of
David that God knows literally
everything about each of us. If humans
can lie to each other for a century
without the truth coming out but for
God there are no human secrets and
He sees through all lies.

And now, knowing all this, can you
count on God’s mercy in your lies?
Definitely not. Any lie is a sin. It
doesn’t matter under what cir-
cumstances this sin was committed.
Even so-called harmless lies cannot be
justified before God. God has no
scales for sin. The Epistle of James
clearly states: “For whoever keeps the
whole law and yet stumbles at just
one point is guilty of breaking all of
it” (James 2:10). Moreover, all lies
to God are fraught with consequences.
You can lie to a person, but you cannot
lie to God.

In conclusion I would like to say:
let’s look at Jesus and live in the truth
which He teaches us all. For there is a
reason it is said: “In the way of
righteousness is life, And in its
pathway there is no death” (Prov.
12:28).

I. GORIK.
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“I think those are extremely
powerful ideas and very, very
relevant, probably more
relevant today than ever.
Because there’s a little bit more
of an attitude of find
something somebody did
wrong once and get rid of
them. And that to me feels
unnecessarily judgmental. It’s
that ‘he without sin cast the
first stone’. I think that is a
very wise proverb”.

The California native and
Garner were wed in 2005 but
announced their separation in
a joint statement in 2015. In
2018, they filed for divorce.
Despite their separation,
Affleck is still spotted going
to church with Garner and
their children occasionally.
https://www.christianpost.com

A federal court has
refused to c lose New
York’s adoption agency
New Hope due to i ts
refusal to same-sex cou-
ples. New Hope’s policy is

based on their religious
beliefs and whenever a same-
sex or unmarried couple visits
them, they refer them to
another agency.

According to Christian Post,
officials wanted to close the
agency because of their beliefs.
New Hope filed a lawsuit

Federal court did not close the adoption agency in New York for its refusal to same-sex couples
against government officials
after being informed that its
religious policy of placing
children only in heterosexual
households violates the state
law of 2013.

Roger Brooks, a senior
advisor of Alliance Defending
Freedom, whose organization
helped represent New Hope in
court, celebrated the preli-
minary injunction.

 “Today’s ruling signals
that the governments attempt
to shut down New Hope has

violated the fundamental
rights protected by the First
Amendment the freedom to
say what you believe in and
the freedom to practice the
teachings of your faith.
Fortunately, this ruling means
New Hope can continue to
provide the exceptional support
it has provided for decades as
the lawsuit continues chal-
lenging the state’s unconsti-
tutional policies”, Brooks
noted.

https://bog.news
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ABANDONMENT



       
     
     
 








       



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

        

  


 


      



   
      
    
       






       







     








     

  
     
   

 











  








    
    


     
    
     
    
 


       
 
 
 
 
  
    





      




     




     
      






   
       
     
       



  

    


   






      




   
  

  






    


       









       
 

      







     


    

   

   



        
   
  












    
     




      


       


   








   

  
  
    
       
       

 
   
      
  
    




    

 









        
 
        







    
       


 

     

     
       
  




       




        






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A Delicious Pastry
A little boy is complaining

to his grandmother about his
difficult life: he has problems
at school, with his parents,
and with health. His grand-
mother is meanwhile prepa-
ring food. She asks the
grandson if he is hungry and
if he wants something to eat.

“Of course!” Replies the
grandson.

Then the grandmother
says: “Take this margarine”.

“Ewww!” replies the grand-
son.

“How about two raw eggs?”
Offers the grandma

“Of course not!”
“How about some flour and

baking soda?” Inquires the
grandma.

“Grandmother, all of these
are inedible”.

The grandmother replies:
“Correct, all of these items

by themselves are not very
tasty, but if they are combined
in the proper manner, a
delicious pastry can be made!”

The Lord acts in the same
way. You often ask the
question: “Why does He let me
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    

suffer?” you need to simply
trust Him and know that with
His recipe something amazing
will turn out.

Proverb About Trials
Once a king rolled a big

stone into the middle of the
road and hid himself in order
to observe who would remove
it from the road. Many went
by on foot and by horse and
were angry at the king for
not upkeeping the roads,
however, not one of them
thought to move the stone.

At last, a poor person
stopped by the stone and rolled
it off to the side of the road.
Under the stone, the poor
man discovered, to his great
surprise, a bag full of gold

and a letter from the king
which explained that this was
the reward to the person who
would remove the stone that
was in everyone’s path.

Our Heavenly Farther in the
same way has placed under
every trial His blessing. All
barriers that we encounter are
not accidental. With their help,
God tests our loyalty, turns

our gaze upon Himself, and
gives us an opportunity to
receive a spiritual reward.
Under rocks of special trials,
which have worn you out, there
are hidden special blessings.
Lets roll away the stone, give
our burdens to God, and in due
time we will find His mercy!

http://bible-facts.ru
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“When we serve... we thank the Lord”Niko lay I GNATKIN :




     


      

   












    
    


Freedom to fall






     
     




  

     



     







   










 



 

   


   


    

    

  







    


    
    




    
   

    









   

     


     


 
   
 

     

     







   
    






    

    

    


      




    


  


      

    






     
 




   
    
 






     



 



     




   
   
      
   





      




       



     

 
      

     





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
 





       
     
   

      




      

    
    


    


    


      

   





    

     

      

    


    
    




      
    


     







     




 


     
 




How to feed the
hungry

    



 



 
    

     




  


TEST IMON IES  OF  BORN -AGA IN  CHR I ST IANS

The world’s largest church,
Yoido, founded by Dr. David
Yonggi Cho, has donated one
hundred million yen (over
eighty-seven thousand dollars)
to a local hospital for corona-
virus treatment, Christian-
daily.co.kr reported.

The donation took place at the
church building in September.
The ceremony was attended by
church representatives as well
as hospital officials.

Church of Dr. David Yonggi Cho donated
over $ 87,000 to fight coronavirus

The current senior pastor
of the congregation, Yong-
Hong Lee, said: “The hospital
provides us with great help,
including medical examina-
tions for missionaries and
ministers”.

“Prayer and support from
Pastor Yong-Hong Lee and
members of Yoido Church will
be of great help to the medical
staff. I will do my best to
eradicate COVID-19”, the

hospital chairman said.
According to Christian-

daily.co.kr, Yoido Church
cooperates with the hospital
and makes financial donations
every year.

Yoido Church, founded by
Dr. Yonggi Cho, has more
than five hundred thousand
members and is one of the
largest churches in the world.

https://bog.news

     
     


      
     
    






       
    
     
    



     




    


    
     
   








     
    




Grateful heart




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Linda Barkman was incarcerated
after the man she lived with murdered
her toddler. But she turned hardship
into ministry.

The valedictorian of Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary’s School of Inter-
cultural Studies had been incarcerated
longer than many of her fellow
graduates had been alive.

“I got a standing ovation at
graduation”, said Linda Barkman,
who graduated last year at the age of
65 and was imprisoned for 30 of those
years. “I was shocked. It was not what
I expected from my past”.

In 1979, Barkman’s live-in boy-
friend murdered her two-year-old
daughter. Barkman was found guilty
of felony child endangerment — for
living with her violent boyfriend —
as well as second-degree murder.
When the California Supreme Court
set that verdict aside and she was
retried, the prosecution successfully
argued for “implied malice”, meaning
she should have known what the
boyfriend could do to her toddler.

“There was no battered woman
syndrome defense”, said Barkman. “I
was a 26-year-old, really confused,
scared woman who made some really
bad decisions. It cost my two-year-
old her life”.

Barkman lost custody of her other
daughter and then began her decades’
long sentence. While incarcerated, she
rekindled her faith in Christ, began
ministering to her fellow inmates,
earned her undergraduate degree in
psychology, and left prison just five
credits short of a masters in the
theology. Today, she has her PhD in
intercultural studies. Her dissertation
explores the gap in communication
between women in prison and the
volunteers who minister to them.

Barkman spoke recently with
Christianity Today about the trauma
of losing her daughter, what makes
prison a “pretty good seminary”, and
the women who inspired her while she
was incarcerated.

Tell us about your faith background.
I grew up unchurched. I came to

Christ when my oldest daughter was a
babe in arms, but it didn’t work very
well. I was going to a church where,
when they found out that I was living
with a man I wasn’t married to, I was
told by the associate pastor’s wife that
she could no longer teach Bible study
in my home because she couldn’t enter
the home of a sinner. That pushed me
away. I was already pregnant with my
second child at that point. I ended up
leaving him because he was an abusive
alcoholic and drug abuser, but I found
somebody worse than him.

One day, I asked God to do whatever
he needed to do to make things right
in my life, because I just knew how
wrong everything was and how
miserable I was. At the end of that
day, the man I was living with beat
my two-year-old daughter to death.

Not only did you lose your daughter,
but you were also suddenly going to
prison. How did you handle all of the
trauma hitting you at the same time?

I wanted to die, and God said, “No,
you’re not allowed to die”. I was so
angry at God. I remember screaming
out to him, “You say you can make a
new creation out of me, so you have
to turn me into somebody I can live
with. I don’t know what part is good,
what part is not. All I know is
everybody who has ever loved me or
been loved by me is now hurt, and I
just don’t know what to do”.

After that, God started showing me
that he could use me if I would let
him, if I would stop fighting. It took
a long time. I began to see Jesus and
his love and mercy in the day-by-day
things. Not long after I got to prison,
I started helping with church services
in the psychiatric unit. For 28 of the
30 years I was incarcerated, I was
the lay pastor for that prison unit.

Prison is a pretty good seminary in
a lot of ways. One of the women I
interviewed for my dissertation told
me, “I had a 27-year retreat. People
don’t understand it, but you do. Jesus
was with me every single day of those
27 years”.

L i n d a  B A R KMA N :

“Prison was my first pulpit”
How did you find your first Christian

community while incarcerated?
The very first time you go to

church, it might be just to get out of
your cell. But oh my gosh, it is the
place where you’re accepted. At the
California Institute for Women, or
CIW, if you want to spend your life
in the prison’s church, if you’re new
and vulnerable, the old-timers that
have been there will take you under
their wing and disciple you. I’ve met
women who were released on parole
but then came back to CIW. They
weren’t happy to come back to prison,
but they were so excited to come back
to our church. There’s a strong sense
of community, a sisterhood.

psychiatric unit, I did all the prea-
ching.

Matthew 25:36 reads, “I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was
sick and you looked after me, I was
in prison and you came to visit me”.
Why did you write an essay arguing
this verse was an incomplete theology
for prison ministry?

In Christ’s day, prisons were full
of political prisoners and paupers. If
you committed a crime, you were either
flogged or executed but you weren’t
imprisoned. So Jesus is saying this
for John the Baptist and others like
him. Showing hospitality to those
people is important, but in today’s
context, hospitality is not what a guilty
criminal needs. Hospitality means that
I come to your table as a guest and I
am always a guest. By contrast,
integration means that I come to your
family as a guest and I become family.

You’re not going to offer integra-
tion to prisoners unless you really
believe in redemption — that Jesus died
for every single person. It doesn’t mean
that everybody accepts redemption and
becomes redeemed, but you have to
believe that it is a possibility for each
and every person in prison.

I can say this because I had a co-
defendant. The man who killed my
daughter died in prison in 2009. I
am the mother of the victim, and I
had to come to grips with how I felt
about him. People ask, “What if you
meet him in heaven? How will you
feel?” Well, I pray that he is redeemed.
If I meet him in heaven, it means that
he is a new creation transformed into
the image of Christ and not what
Satan and the world and evil turned
him into.

Battered woman syndrome was not
recognized when you first went to jail.
How did you wrestle with that?

When I got to prison, I was labeled
a baby killer. I bought the jury’s
decision, saying that I was Amy’s
mother and I did not protect her. How
was I not guilty?

The first person who ever told me I
was a battered woman was a woman
in a death penalty case who, after 17
years, was totally exonerated. But I
didn’t believe her. I still wrestle with
it. When Fuller President Mark
Labberton introduced me to the 4,000
people at commencement as somebody
who unjustly spent 30 years in prison,
I didn’t know how to cope.

I struggle. I’m in therapy. I have
post-traumatic stress disorder from
prison issues. I don’t know if I can
believe in redemption for myself. But
David was a murderer, and Saul
consented to Stephen’s stoning, and
Joseph spent a lot of time in prison.
God has a special place for prisoners
and can use us because of our
brokenness.

How do you pray for the people
that you minister to in prison?

We know that knowing Christ in
prison makes us freer than many
people walking the streets who don’t
know Jesus. So I pray for the strength
to know that, every moment that he
allows me to minister in prison is an
opportunity to love to those that he
loves.

How did you meet your husband?
I met him in a seminary classroom.

He’s a Mennonite, a pacifist. He’s just
a marvel. He once answered a pastor’s
question, “What do you really want
to be in life?” with the answer, “a
pastor’s husband”. He says his
ministry is to drive the car. That
means he drives the car in Tijuana
traffic and takes me where I need to
go and puts me back together. He is
an amazing, brilliant, kind, caring
man who sees his calling as having
waited ‘til he was 62 to meet the
woman of his life. We both recently
got our PhDs, so now we are both
Dr. Barkman.
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



   
    




     





       


      

 




      


     
        
     




In prison church, services are seven
days a week, two or three times a
day. There’s always someone within
100 feet who understands all of your
issues and problems and is willing to
pray with you.

Tell me about some of the
transformative relationships you
made while incarcerated.

In my early years, I met Marge.
She and I were best friends and
ministry partners for 20 years before
she died in prison, basically from poor
medical care. When she died, we had
a service for her that was so big they
had to use the auditorium.

Then there was Martina from
Oaxaca, Mexico — an indigenous
person. I tutored her in English, and
when my roommate paroled, I asked
permission for Martina to move into
my room. We were roommates for 13
years. By the time I paroled, she had
a high school diploma in English with
an “A” average.

While she was in prison, she was
one of the matriarchs of the Spanish-
speaking Christian community. Now
that she’s [out of prison and living]
in Tijuana, she is involved in two
different churches. My husband and
I go to visit her once a month. The
last two months that we went, we were
guest preachers in churches that she’s
affiliated with. She does things like
take burritos to the poor people living
under the bridge at the border.

Who first gave you your first
leadership experience?

Gerald Fortier was an amazing
African American Baptist chaplain
who had this habit of bursting into
song and expecting me to figure out
what key he was singing in, so that I
could play music for him [on the
guitar]. He helped grow me up in the
Lord and made me an elder in that
church. I had credibility with all of
the chaplains after that.

Prison church is really run by
outside volunteers. The chaplain’s job
is more to take care of death notices
and emergencies and also to do the
paperwork that brings in the
volunteers. So during the years when
there were no volunteers for the

Benjamin PLYASKIN:

“I was no longer
a drug addict.
I felt happy!”
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


        
       








      
    
    








      
   




        




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


           



 





 


               















            



          




    































             
          










       

     


   




     


   



       



     


     


      




        
      

    




      
     



     




   

    
      
   



  





     
       


      

     





 
 

       
    

  






 

       
     

      



     


      

     


     

     
       
     
 

 



C a s e y  D I A Z :                 “I Marked People
for Death. Jesus Marked Me for Life”



TEST IMON IES  OF  BORN -AGA IN  CHR I ST IANS

Benjamin PLYASKIN:             “I was no longer a
drug add ic t .  I  fe l t  happy !”
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



 

http://blago.dp.ua

QUOTES FROM FAMOUS PEOPLE ABOUT GOD AND THE BIBLE



      
    





 


      

     





 

 




  








 
  



     






 


      

    

       






    

      

      




      
     
    
     


    

      
    









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
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



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
   
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 

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
    
     

  

     
     


    





  


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      
Corinth.



   
   




  







     






     

       


   





    



      



   








 


    














    






 
     






        




       




       
     


      
    
      





     


      



      


      
    






     


     







     





    





      

    














     
    


      
      
         


      






        








      



      



       
     


   


 

      
     






 





Colonel Sander’s
Secret Ingredient
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FAILURE AS A WAY
TO TRUE SUCCESS

But soon life took a turn
for the worst: the construction
of a new highway was
completed, onto which the
traffic which had previously
passed by Harland’s auto
repair shop was rerouted.

It seemed like another
failure, and he wasn’t young
anymore — sixty-two years
old. Harland almost gave up.

And then... fried chicken
came to his rescue! Yes, that’s
right, Harland packed his
suitcase and went to drive
around the nearby restaurants
with only one phrase: “I can
cook fried chicken better than
you”. And he was denied
again and again. An excellent
chef who was getting along
in years was suspiciously
scrutinized from head to toe
and was often not allowed
through the doors. In total,
he was refused one thousand
and nine times.

It took a long time before
he found the first customer.
Under the terms of the
contract, Sanders received only
five cents in each restaurant
for each piece of chicken. Not
bad when you consider that
the volume of orders was
constantly growing. Needless
to say, already in his early
sixties, Harland Sanders’
clients were several hundred
restaurants in the United
States.

And then Harland San-
ders’ wish came true: he
appreciated himself one
hundred percent. He found
his favorite job, completely
surrendering to his talent. He
made others believe in him!

RECOGNITION AT...
70 YEARS OF AGE

When Sanders was seventy
years old, Kentucky Fried
Chicken reached its peak of
fame and the old colonel
decided to sell the company
to private investors for two
million dollars and a position
as the company representative
(the face of the brand), for
which he was paid about two
hundred and fifty thousand
dollars a year.

He only needed to meet
with the press, clients,
employees — in general,
continue marketing, which he
wasn’t in charge of anymore.
He didn’t even need it.

In 1980, at the age of
ninety, Harland Sanders
passed away.

In his last years, he
devoted quite a lot of time to
himself: traveling, playing
golf, running his own
restaurant, Claudia Sanders’
Dinner House, with his wife.

Colonel Harland Sanders
was able to make his life
complete.

COLONEL SANDERS’
SECRET INGREDIENT
The above part of the

biography of David Harland
Sanders may be known to
many, but there is a less
known part of his life story.
An American preacher and
writer did his best to change
this.

Dr. Bob Rogers, whose
father Waymon Rogers was
the pastor of Colonel
Sanders, has written a book
about the legendary fried
chicken entrepreneur. In this
book, he reveals amazing

facts about the founder of the
KFC restaurant chain. In it,
Bob tells the story of how his
father baptized this famous
billionaire in the Jordan River
in 1967, shortly after
Harland became a Christian.

Rogers writes, “My dad
knelt down next to him and
asked, ‘Colonel, would you
like to be born again?’ The
old Colonel said with tears
in his eyes: “I really want to.
Do you think that Jesus can
really save me and set me free
from the fact that I curse?”
Then Dad said, “Colonel, God
will save you tonight and you
will never swear again”.

That night, Sanders truly
accepted Christ into his heart.
He was truly born again and
became a new creature in
Christ Jesus. Since then, he
has never used the Lord’s
name in vain.

A few days after his
repentance, Harland donated
fifteen thousand dollars to
Pastor Rogers’ Church in
Louisville, Kentucky. It was a
very large amount at that time.

Colonel Sanders told the
pastor: “After I said the prayer
of a sinner, it completely
changed my life. It really made
a difference in me... I am
ready to donate a large amount
of money, I want to give tithes
to the church”.

Dr. Rogers’ book also tells
how Harland Sanders expe-
rienced supernatural healing
when a colon surgery was
planned to stop the disease
from progressing. He was
waiting for his surgery in the
hospital when Pastor Rogers
came to pray for him. A day
later, Sanders wrote: “I don’t
need the surgery anymore. My
pastor came and prayed for
me, and God healed me!” The
doctor said, “Colonel, when I
examined you again, there
were no polyps!”

The founder of KFC has
given generous donations to
the church for many years.
He later said, “My prayers
have always been out of
gratitude. God has been so
merciful to me. I’ve always
believed in tithing”.

“The Bible says that you
have to give ten percent to
God. I believe that even if you
are a fraud, you are still
obligated to give ten percent
to the Lord, at least for the
fact that you are breathing.
Tithing is a great inspiration
in my life”.

Harland SANDERS.

Shortly before his death,
at the age of ninety in 1980,
he added: “I have always
understood that it makes no
sense to be the richest person
in the cemetery. You cannot
govern from there”.

“People don’t know that I
donate most of my money and
most of it goes to church”.

https://svetoch.online

Colonel Sander’s
Secret Ingredient


       

     







 
      









 



 




        


JESUS IS OUR FATE
(Selected pages from the book)

    
     

  

  



    
    
 
    

    

    
      




     


     
      
   
 



    
  

    

    

     
     


     

      
   


 


     
 
   



      
     
   


How can you
acquire a life with

God?



     


     
    

       



       


  


     
    
  


     
   

     



   

   
    


     




 
   




      

 






QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS





 
        



       












         




 

   


       





 
     










        

   




CAN A CHRISTIAN BE POSSESSED?






        







        

        
       
      
 















       








   
      
  


 

 


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



    

   


    




 
   
      



    
  



 



   

    

    
    

     


       

     

      





   






    
 

   

    
    






 
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



     
   



    


     





   

     
 



     

     





     







     
      


    
     




  

      








    

     
     








 





 


What do we get
from living with

God?



     


   
   
   



     
     








   






    
    




    

     

     



JESUS IS OUR FATE
(Selected pages from the book)



ATTENTION!
Dear readers, today the newspaper “Prisoner”

has the status of the two languages: Russian and
English. “Prisoner” is printed in the Ukraine and
in America. However, it is published and distributed
exclusively by voluntary donations. For all those
wishing to contribute to the success of “Prisoner”
all the requisites are indicated in the last column
of the newspaper. For those in America who wish
to donate to the newspaper “Prisoner” and support
the prison ministry, there is a tear off form, where
you can donate and specify what you want the
donation to go for. God bless you!

QUESTION
AND ANSWER
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






The publication office
requests that you enclose
your postal address with
your material (testimonies,
sermons, articles, etc.) for
publication in “Prisoner”.
If you enclose photos with
your material, we will be
glad to publish them.

And for those of you
just on the way to God,
it’s time to turn to our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ with a short prayer:

“Lord Jesus, I believe
you are God’s Son; You
died for my sins and rose
again for my salvation.
I accept you as my
personal Lord and
Savior. Please forgive all
my sins and grant me
eternal life. Amen!”

INDEPENDENT
CHRISTIAN  NEWSPAPER

Dear readers!
“Prisoner” is distributed free of
charge in America (USA,
Canada), Germany, Iceland,
Czech Republic, Estonia,
Moldova, Belarus, Russia,
Kazakhstan and Ukraine.
Publication of this newspaper
depends on donations. Send
your material and financially
support the publication of this
important newspaper for society.

God bless you all!

 


     
   


    


  
  
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Translation services
Translation of the articles was
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Yermolov, Anna Krasniy,
Igol German, Andre Rybin,
Tim Borisenko, Natasha
Andrushchenko, and edited
by Michael Borisenko.

The number of full Bible translations hit
700 in recent weeks, although due to the
speed at which translations have been
released, no one is sure which one was the
first to reach the mark.

Wycliffe Bible Translations and the
American Bible Society both celebrated the
news, saying it’s a major milestone in
advancing the gospel. The 700 total involves
complete Bibles with all 66 books translated.
Partial translations (such as New Testaments)
are not included.

James Poole, executive director of Wycliffe
Bible Translators, said the milestone
“represents the tremendous work that Bible
translators are doing across the world”.

“Every time we hear of the Bible being
translated into another language, we know
that means that for the first time the people
in that language group can fully access the
complete picture of God’s story”, Poole said.
“It’s good to take a step back and realize
what this 700th Bible means: 5.7 billion
people who speak 700 languages now have
the Bible in the language that speaks to them
best. That is a remarkable figure and
continues to grow”.

Wycliffe said it’s “impossible” to know
which one was the 700th because there were
“several launches of physical Bibles” and
“several being made available online and via
apps, all at about the same time”.

The Bible Gets Translated
into Its 700th Language

CHRISTIAN NEWS Can Dead Christians Be Cremated?
Some churches today teach that you

cannot cremate the body because it is
contrary to Christian teaching. Such
people claim that God will bring our
old body back to life and therefore it
cannot be cremated. Interesting logic.
Those who adhere to this doctrine
forget that in 2 Peter 3:10 it is written:
But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night, in which the heavens
will pass away
with a great
noise, and the
elements will
melt with fer-
vent heat; both
the earth and the works that are in
it will be burned up (NKJV).

The earth with everything on it will
burn, including human remains. In
other words, the Lord Himself will
cremate everything that remains on the
earth on the day of His second coming.

Usually those who forbid cremating
the dead refer to the example of Jesus,
because He did not receive a new body,
but quite the opposite: when He was
resurrected, His former body, cru-
cified on the cross, was resurrected.
Yes, indeed, the Lord Jesus was
resurrected in His former body. But,
dear friends, let’s think, why didn’t

the Lord rise in a new body?
The answer is obvious. First, if He

was resurrected in another body, then
people could say that His soul was
relocated or that He was buried, and
now someone pretends to be Him, but
in a different body. Second, if Jesus
were resurrected in another body and
His body remained in the tomb, then
none of the disciples would have believed

that He was
r esur rect ed .
And thirdly, if
Jesus after the
re surr ect i on
had a different

body, how would He say to the
unbelieving Thomas, ...reach your finger
here, and look at My hands; and reach
your hand here, and put it into My side.
Do not be unbelieving, but believing (John
20:27, NKJV). When we are
resurrected, we will have new bodies,
as it is written in 1 Corinthians 15:42–
44: So also is the resurrection of the
dead. The body is sown in corruption, it
is raised in incorruption. It is sown in
dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown
in weakness, it is raised in power. It is
sown a natural body, it is raised a
spiritual body. There is a natural body,
and there is a spiritual body (NKJV).

Illustration by Igor ÎSÎKIN

Does God like the way we address
Him? And if not, how then would He
want us to address or call Him?

The fact is that the Holy Scriptures,
while revealing the personality and
character of God, also reveals His names
to us. And there are so many of them
that there is enough for all occasions of
life. For example, referring to God as
the Creator, we can call him Elohim; as
a Healer — Jehovah Rafa; as the giver
of peace — Jehovah Shalom, and so on.

In addition, the Bible contains an
amazing verse: Hosea 2:16–17 — “And
it shall be, in that day”, says the LORD,
“that you will call Me ‘My Husband’,
and no longer call Me ‘My Master’, for
I will take from her mouth the names
of the Baals, and they shall be
remembered by their name no more”.

The word baal is translated as lord

Does the Lord God like it when we
address Him as “Lord” and “God”?

or master. This is how we most often
turn to God in our prayers. But it says
here that the time will come when the
people of God will no longer turn to
their Creator with the word Lord, but
will call Him my Husband or my Spouse.
What wonderful words!  What a
wonderful promise fulfilled in Christ!
Jesus Christ is the head of the church.
He is called her Bridegroom, and she
is His bride.

John the Baptist testified about Jesus
in John 3:29: He who has the bride is
the bridegroom; but the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him,
rejoices greatly because of the
bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of
mine is fulfilled (NKJV). The apostle
Paul speaks of this also in Ephesians
5:22–32.

But that’s not all. We (the children
of God) can approach Him as our
Father.

Romans 8:15 — For you did not
receive the spirit of bondage again to
fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba,
Father” (NKJV).

Galatians 4:6 — And because you
are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit
of His Son into your hearts, crying out,
“Abba, Father!” (NKJV).

Jesus taught us to pray. Remember
“The Lord’s Prayer”? It begins with
an appeal to God: “Our Father who
art in heaven”. Jesus Himself turned
to Heavenly Father in prayer: Mark
14:36 — And He said, “Abba, Father, all
things are possible for You. Take this
cup away from Me; nevertheless, not
what I will, but what You will” (NKJV).

Choose how you will approach
Heavenly Father. And always remember
that you can, like Abraham and Moses,
personally turn to the Lord and ask
Him how He wants you to turn to Him.

http://www.cogmtl.net/q.htm

An American Bible Society blog quoted data
saying the number of languages with the full
Bible has doubled in the past 30 years, from
351 in 1990 to 700 in 2020.

Bible translation has accelerated in the
past few decades due to “advances in
translation technology” and an “unpre-
cedented level of partnership among Bible
translation agencies”, the American Bible
Society said.

“We are grateful to God, our ministry
partners, and the financial partners whose
generosity makes this Kingdom work
possible”, American Bible Society CEO Robert
Briggs said.

Wycliffe listed three recent Bible
translations that could have been the 700th
translation:

 the Huichol (Wixaritari) Bible, which is
used by an indigenous people of Mexico.

 the Ellomwe Bible, which is read by a
people group in Malawi and Mozambique.

 the Igede Bible, which is used by a
Nigerian ethnic group.

Despite the milestone, about 1.5 billion
people — or one in five people in the world —
still don’t have a Bible in their language,
Wycliffe said.

“That’s an injustice that Bible translation
teams worldwide continue to work to put
right”, Poole said.

www.christianheadlines.com


